belief that the mechanism, which nature employs in these emergencies, is not yet properly understood, I have ventured to lay before the profession what 1 consider to be a correct explanation of the process. The subject, it must be admitted, is one of considerable importance, since, within the last few years, a method of treatment has been introduced?namely, forcible detachment of the placenta from the cervix by the finger?to meet the urgency of those cases in which, from rigidity of the cervix or other causes, the operation of turning cannot be employed, and in which some other therapeutic measure is found to be essential to arrest the flooding.
-The plan of treatment just alluded to is recommended for our adoption, chiefly, because its authors profess it to be based on correct anatomical and physiological data, and to be an imitation of the process which nature employs. Professor Simpson has adopted the opinion of the late Professor Hamilton,1 in believing that the haemorrhage in placenta prasvia issues from the surface of that portion of the placenta which has become detached, and not from the orifices of the exposed uterine vessels. This hypothesis he has attempted to explain on our anatomical knowledge of the vascular structure of the maternal portion of the placenta. This will be best understood by quoting the following passages from his essay on the subject:2?" To understand the true source of the flooding in unavoidable and accidental haemorrhage, the cause of its continuance when the separation of the placenta is partial, and the mechanism of its arrestment, when that separation is complete, we must take into consideration the following different points. First 
